CITY

Minor saved from traffickers’ clutches

Childline Gorakhpur and Oasis India of Mumbai intercept group, stop 10-yr-old girl from being taken to Saudi Arabia
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BAPU DEEDWANIA

n a well-coordinated oper-

ation, two child welfare

agencies recently managed

to rescue a Nepalese minor
girl with the help of police, at
Kurla Terminus. The girl was ac-
companied by four women
who were allowed to go after
initial questioning.

“We have taken down rele-
vant information about these
four women. We will call them
for further questioning if re-
quired,” said A K Sharma, Com-
missioner, Government Rail-
way Police, Mumbai.

THE ALERT
The Gorakhpur chapter of
Childline, an NGO working for
child welfare, was tipped off
about four women bringing in
a minor girl via the Nepal bor-
der and that she could be taken
abroad to be used as a sexual
slave. Childline quickly sought
help from the local police. “Un-
fortunately, we were not able to
mobilise our resources in time
and the women boarded the
Khushi Nagar Express with the
girl. However, we got informa-
tion on the appearance of the
girl and these women. We im-
mediately alerted our partner
agency at Mumbai — Qasis In-
dia,” said the official.

Oasis India formed two
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When cops rounded up the group of women who were with the girl at Kurla station, each member
said the girl wasn’t with any of them

teams comprising eight mem-
bers each. The teams decided to
rescue the child at the station
itself, said Ranjeet Chouguley
of Oasis India.

One team went to Kalyan
and boarded the train from
there. The other took position
at Kurla terminus.

THE ACTION

Team number 1 zeroed on a
group of four women with a
similar description, who were

accompanying a young girl of
around 10 years.

They placed themselves dis-
creetly across the compartment
without raising suspicion and
communicated with team no 2
which was waiting at Kurla ter-
minus.

Two officials from team
number 2 then went to the rail-
way police office at the station
and sought help. They were
given two constables to carry
out the rescue.

THE RESCUE
The group accompanying the
girl was asked to step aside by
the cops. Initially all of them
said that they did not know
each other and only met on the
train. They said the girl was not
with any of them. “Later, when
we took them to the police sta-
tion at Kurla station one of
women said that she was head-
ing the group,” said an official.
The woman said that she was
taking all of them to Saudi Ara-
bia and the girl was also going
with them. While the interro-
gation was on, a man walked in
and said that he was their agent
and was in the business of mak-
ing arrangements for people
who went to Saudi Arabia for
work,” said PSI Yadav, an offi-
cial from the government rail-
way police.
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THERE IS NO CASE

The agencies were then told
that there was no case made
out. “At this, we pointed out
that the child was a minor not
escorted by her parents and
would have to be handed over
to the Child Welfare Commit-
tee (CWC).

The police agreed and the
child was sent to Dongri the
child welfare home. She was
produced before the committee
24 hours later. The group was
let off,” said an Oasis official.

The CWC is co-ordinating
with the officials in Nepal to
check the background of the
girl’s parents. They are being in-
terrogated in Nepal, said
Chouguley. The girl, though re-
laxed now, has not said any-
thing about how she was
brought here.
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